
MANUAL OF GYNECOLOGY. E. Stewart Taylor, M.D.,
Professor and Head of the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, University of Colorado School of Medicine.
Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1952. 204 pages, 70 illustra-
tions, $4.50.

This small volume was written for medical students and
for physicians engaged in general practice. It could serve
as a framework for an introductory course in the non-surgi-
cal aspects of gynecology, but many of its statements need
elaboration and qualification. Briefly, it consists of the
thoroughly boiled-down opinions of the author and a few
carefully chosen references to current literature. While most
of the viewpoints in this book are soundly based, the author
has found it necessary on some occasions to resort to an air
of decisiveness which is not entirely warranted. On the
whole, howevcr, his specific directions for the handling of
gynecologic problems are admirable and many practitioners
might improve their results by heeding the admonitions in
this manual. This is particularly true with respect to the
final chapter, which deals with hormone preparations. All
who have come to rely upon these disappointing vehicles in
the management of a great array of gynecologic problems
should be urged to read this chapter.

It is unfortunate that some of the illustrations have been
badly reproduced, and this applies not only to those bor-
rowed from familiar sources but also to quite a number of
the photographs of surgical specimens. On the other hand
the type face is attractive and easy to read, but numerous
.1minor typographical errors were passed over by the proof-
reader. Despite its technological defects, this book is recom-
mended to all who feel a need for a brief refresher course
in gynecology.

* * *

OPHTHALMIC PLASTIC SURGERY. Sidney A. Fox,
M.S. (Ophth.), M.D., F.A.C.S., Assistant Clinical Professor
of Ophthalmology, New York University Postgraduate
Medical School. Grune & Stratton, New York, 1952. 290
pages, $15.00.

This book contains 17 chapters and 290 pages. The first
chapter gives the practical anatomy of the eye adnexa, in
connection with the surgical anatomy. The second chapter,
a very concise one, gives the fundamentals of lid surgery.
The third chapter discusses the various types of grafts. The
subsequent chapters give the accepted techniques in plastic
surgery of the adnexa of the eye. The illustrations are
simple and much more understandable than most.

This book is in the reviewer's opinion a very useful one
for the ophthalmic surgeon.

.-* * *

THE ANATOMY OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM-Its De-
velopment and Function-New, 9th Edition. Stephen Wal-
ter Ranson, M.D., Ph.D., late Professor of Neurology and
Director of Neurological Institute, Northwestern Univer-
sity Medical School, Chicago. Revised by Sam Lillare
Clark, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Anatomy, the Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine, Nashville. W. B. Saunders
Company, Philadelphia, 1953. 581 pages with 434 illustra-
tions, 18 in color, $8.50.

So standard is this textbook of neuroanatomy that there
are few physicians trained in the past 25 years who have not
had some familiarity with it in their student days. This last
edition maintains the excellence of its predecessors. It has
been brought up to date in some particulars, but for the
student or physician who has or can gain access to an
earlier edition the acquisition of the new one is hardly
worth while. The text is clear, and the illustrations well
chosen and excellently reproduced. The book admirably
serves its purpose as a neuroanatomy text; it was neither
intended for nor can it be successfully used as a substitute
for a textbook of clinical neurology.

INFECTIOUS MONONUCLEOSIS. Sidney Leibowitz,
M.D., Associate Physician, Beth Israel Hospital, New
York, N. Y. Modern Medical Monographs No. 5. Grune &
Stratton, New York, 1953. 163 pages, $4.75.

This monograph is needed by those physicians who deal
with adolescent or young adult populations and it contains
necessary information for the general practitioner and the
internist. The literature on infectious mononucleosis con-
tinues to be scattered in periodicals and, with the exception
of excellent chapters in the major systems, there has been
no way hitherto for the physician to have the advantages of
the monographic approach. It is strange that excellent mono-
graphs exist in the German, French, Dutch and the Danish
languages and yet this is the first monograph on infectious
mononucleosis to achieve separate publication in English.

Leibowitz bases his opinions upon a painstaking clinical
study of patients seen in his own practice. He considers, in
a most selective manner, the evidence to be derived from
the study of the blood and of the serologic reactions and
makes it possible for the practicing physician to interpret
laboratory reports wisely. It is gratifying to note that Leibo-
witz deals with the disease as a general disorder and empha-
sizes that infectious mononucleosis is one of the acute be-
nign reactions of the reticulo-endothelial system.
The monograph is short, but devotes full attention to the

manifestations of infectious mononucleosis in the liver, cen-
tral nervous system and in the heart. The author exhibits a
broad and understanding acquaintance with the literature
and his bibliography of 377 references is quite up to date.
I do not know of any other separate publication in English
that can be as useful to the physician ip the diagnosis and
treatment of infectious mononucleosis. It will also serve as
an adequate introduction to the world's literature on the
subject. Physicians who deal with military or with student
populations will find it indispensable.

* * *

GIFFORD'S TEXTBOOK OF OPHTHALMOLOGY-
Fifth Edition. Francis Heed Adler, M.D., Professor of Oph-
thalmology, University of Pennsylvania Medical School,
Consulting Surgeon, Wills Eye Hospital, Philadelphia. 488
pages, 281 figures and 26 color plates. W. B. Saunders
Company, Philadelphia, 1953. $7.50.

Gifford's Textbook on Ophthalmology became established
as one of the standard textbooks on ophthalmology for med-
ical students and general practitioners. Following Dr. Gif-
ford's death in 1944 Dr. Adler took over the fourth edition
of the book. In the new fifth edition there has been consid-
erable improvement in the book. In previous editions too
much emphasis was placed on parts of ophthalmology that
would require more knowledge than the average medical
student or general practitioner possessed.

In this new edition the enlargement of the section on
hypertensive disease and diabetes gives the student and the
general practitioner much additional information on the
fundus condition of these important diseases. The omission
entirely of the section on operations is a further improve-
ment in the book.

Certain parts have been rewritten, particularly in the field
of therapeutics, bringing up to date the latest developments
in the antibiotics, and in the use of ACTH and cortisone.
The illustrations are excellent, the paper is good and the
general format very pleasing. The inclusion of Dr. Scheie's
drawings on ophthalmoscopy has added further to the value
of the book. The short chapter on therapeutic agents will be
found very valuable.

All in all the new edition seems a definite improvement
over the fourth edition and should make a very valuable
book for the student and a quick reference book for the
general practitioner. There is a very complete index which
adds a great deal to the book.

VOL. 78. NO. 6 * JUNE 1953 529


